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Due to the increase in Covid cases I am going to 
cancel meeting in person for January. Many people 
seem to be limiting indoor activity this month due to 
holiday gatherings, so I feel it is best to skip our 
January meeting at the Planetarium. 
 
I recommend watching a very interesting Webinar 
from the Nasa Night Sky Network- 
 
Best of Astronomy Photo of the Day for 2021 
 
The NASA Night Sky Network and Dr. Jerry T. Bonnell 
share the best of Astronomy Photo of the Day for 2021! 
 
Follow link to view Webinar:   
https://youtu.be/nURSCNTBZI8 
 
 
Astronomy Photo of the Day (APOD) https://apod.nasa.gov 
 

############## 
 
For our February meeting I am thinking we can do a show and tell- 
Please bring any equipment or items you would like to show off to the 
club!  
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Chuck Taricska 

Pres. Mike’s E-mail: 
mwrogers7@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer E-mail: 
chuck_taricska@yahoo.com 
 
New website: 
https://caaastronomy.wixsite.com/caaa 
 

FOX PARK PUBLIC 
OBSERVING NIGHTS: 

 
 
 
January 7 & 8   7-10pm 
 
January 21 & 22  7-10 pm 
 

Come out and enjoy the stars!! 



        
 
 
 

Hunting the Hunter: Observing Orion 

David Prosper 

 

If you are outside on a clear January night, it’s hard not to notice one distinctive star pattern above all: 

Orion!  While we’ve covered Orion in earlier articles, we’ve never discussed observing the 

constellation as a whole. Perhaps you’ve received a new telescope, camera, or binoculars, and are 

eager to test it out. Orion, being large, prominent, and full of interesting, bright objects, is a perfect 

constellation to test out your new equipment and practice your observing skills - for beginners and 

seasoned stargazers alike. 

In Greek mythology, Orion is a strong hunter, with numerous legends about his adventures. Being 

such a striking group of stars, cultures from all around the world have many myths about this star 

pattern. There are so many that we can’t list them all here, but you can find a wonderful interactive 

chart detailing many cultures’ legends on the Figures in the Sky website at 

figuresinthesky.visualcinnamon.com . 

What sights can you see in Orion? Look above the variable orange-red supergiant ”shoulder star” 

Betelgeuse to find the stars making up Orion’s “club,” then move across from Betelgeuse towards the 

bright star Bellatrix (Orion’s other “shoulder”) and the stars of his bow and arrow - both essential tools 

for the Hunter. Many interesting sights lie near Orion’s “belt” and “sword.” Orion’s belt is made up of 

three bright giant stars forming an evenly spaced line: Alnitak, Alnilam, and Mintaka. Move from the 

belt stars towards the stars Rigel and Saiph (Orion’s “feet” or “knees”) to arrive at Orion’s distinctive 

Sword, parts of which may appear fuzzy to your unaided eyes. Binoculars reveal that fuzz to be the 

famed Orion Nebula (M42), perched right next to the star Hatysa! Diving in deeper with a telescope 

will show star clusters and more cloud detail around the Nebula, and additional magnification brings 

out further detail inside the nebula itself, including the “baby stars” of the Trapezium and the next-

door neighbor nebula M43. Want to dive deeper? Dark skies and a telescope will help to bring out the 

reflection nebula M78, the Flame Nebula (NGC 2024), along with many star clusters and traces of 

dark nebula throughout the constellation. Very careful observers under dark clear skies may be able 

to spot the dark nebula known as the Horsehead, tracing an equine outline below both the Belt and 

the Flame Nebula. Warning: the Horsehead can be a difficult challenge for many stargazers, but very 

rewarding. 

This is just a taste of the riches found within Orion’s star fields and dust clouds; you can study Orion 

for a lifetime and never feel done with your observations. To be fair, that applies for the sky as a 

whole, but Orion has a special place for many. New telescopes often focus on one of Orion’s 

treasures for their first test images. You can discover more of NASA’s research into Orion’s stars - as 

well as the rest of the cosmos - online at nasa.gov. 
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Northern Hemisphere observers can find Orion during January evenings in the east/southeast skies. 

Can you spot the Orion nebula with your naked eye, in Orion’s sword? How does it look via 

binoculars or a telescope? What other details can you discern?  Please note that some deep sky 

objects aren’t listed here for clarity’s sake. For example, M43, a nebula located directly above M42 

and separated by a dark dust lane, is not shown. Orion’s Belt and Sword are crowded, since they 

star-forming regions! You can read more in our November 2019 article  Orion: Window Into a Stellar 

Nursery, at bit.ly/orionlight . 

Image created with assistance from Stellarium. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                                                                  

December Meeting Notes: 
 
We had our first meeting back at the Planetarium on 
December 1. It was nice to be back at the 
Planetarium, especially to see the new Meteorite 
Exhibit that the staff has worked so hard to get 
assembled! It’s an amazing display, with specimens 
from all the Michigan meteor falls, along with many 
drawers full of informational displays showing the 
different types of meteorites and the history of many 
popular meteor falls from across the globe. Stop by 
to check out this display if you have a chance! 
 
John French gave us a star show on the planetarium 
dome, highlighting some upcoming sky events and 
we discussed finding comet Leonard. 
 
Please let me know if you have any ideas for 
upcoming meetings. 
 
Thanks 
Chuck 

Searching for Comet Leonard 
 

It seems like the weather just would not 
cooperate here in Mid Michigan for viewing 
Comet Leonard. The mornings all seemed to be 
cloudy so the hope was that once the comet 
made it into the evening sky we would have a 
better chance to catch a glimpse. Finally, on 
Thursday Dec. 16, the clouds moved out and it 
looked like there would be an opportunity to find 
it. I headed out to find a clear southwest sky 
along some farm roads between Okemos and 
Mason and waited for Venus to become visible. 
I had my 10x50 Binoculars, my 8in dobsonian, 
and my digital camera all set up to aid in the 
search. The Comet was plotting just to the lower 
right of Venus, and after checking and double 
checking my SkySafari app, I searched up, 
down, left, right for the comet- it was only 
around 6 degrees above the horizon after sunset, 
and no matter how hard I searched I just could 
not locate it. The freezing winds blowing right 
into my face did not help at all. Once I 
confirmed the comet was behind the trees I had 
to pack up my gear.  Hopefully the next Comet 
will be easier to spot! 
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Fox park Observatory News: 
 
Some ideas to get more club members out to the Observatory: 
 

1. A monthly astrophotography meeting. Focus will be software, processing and equipment set up. 
Clear skies will just be a bonus. I would like to make this separate from the public nights. For us, 
for CAAA members and maybe open it up to Michigan Astro and then the public but very specific 
to Astrophotography. 
 

2. There has been increased interest with new members to get out and observe at Fox Park. In order to 
facilitate and increase the observing opportunities for club members, Fox Park is working on 
scheduling a Monthly CAAA members observing night. I would like to discuss members ideas on 
what night of the week would work best for a club observing night!   
 

Please email Jason  or Chuck with and ideas or suggestions. 
 
Jason:  FoxParkObservatory@gmail.com 
 
Chuck:  chuck_taricska@yahoo.com 

 


